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THE U.N. DISARMAMENT SESSION 
ANNCR; 

THE FIRST UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT 
CONVENES IN NEW YORK ON MAY 23 AND WILL LAST FIVE WEEKS. VOA 
NEWS ANALYST JOHN ALBERT EXPLORES AMERICAN VIEWS OF THE FORTHCOMING 
CONFERENCE: 

VOICE: 

IT'S IMPORTANT TO POINT OUT THAT THIS SPECIAL SESSION HAS 
COME ABOUT, NOT AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE MAJOR POWERS, BUT AT 
THE INSISTENCE OF THE NON-ALIGNED NATIONS. THEREFORE, IT 
AMOUNTS TO A CHALLENGE TO THE MAJOR POWERS TO MAKE MORE ENERGETIC 
EFFORTS TOWARD NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT, A FIELD IN WHICH THE NON- 
NUCLEAR NATIONS BELIEVE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MUCH TOO SLOW. THE 
UNITED STATES RECOGNIZES THIS FEELING AND BELIEVES THAT THIS 
SPECIAL SESSION OFFERS THE WORLD AN IMPORTANT NEW OPPORTUNITY. 
THE UN MEETING CAN STIMULATE NEW THINKING IN THE ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT FIELD, CAN GIVE RENEWED IMPETUS TO CURRENT 
DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS, AND CAN PROMOTE GREATER PUBLIC SUPPORT 
FOR EFFORTS TO CONTROL THE ARMS RACE, 

THE NON~ALIGNED NATIONS HAVE PUT FORWARD A LARGE NUMBER OF 
LONG-RANGE GOALS AND HAVE OFFERED SOME RATHER EXTREME SUGGESTIONS. 
MANY OF THEM FAVOR A DEFINITE TIME-FRAME FOR THE ELIMINATION OF 
ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARSENALS BY THE MAJOR POWERS. AS 
DESIRABLE AS THIS MIGHT BE, IT'S THE AMERICAN VIEW THAT THE 
INTERESTS OF THE NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES COULD PERHAPS SE BETTER 
FOCUSED ON MORE CONCRETE AND TANGIBLE GOALS FOR THE NEXT FEW 
YEARS, ASSUMING THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES ARRIVE AT 


NEW AGREEMENTS ON NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT. 
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A PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF FIFTY-FOUR NATIONS HAS BEEN 
MEETING OVER THE PAST YEAR TO PREPARE THREE MAJOR DOCUMENTS FOR 
THE SPECIAL SESSION -- A PROGRAM OF ACTION, A DECLARATION ON 
DISARMAMENT, AND A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH DISARMAMENT MACHINERY. 
ON THE PROGRAM OF ACTION, ONLY MARGINAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN 
MADE THUS FAR, BECAUSE, FOR ONE THING, THE MAJOR POWERS AND 
A NUMBER OF OTHER NATIONS HAVE NOT YET SUBMITTED SPECIAL PLANS. 
THE AMERICAN DELEGATION HOPES TO AVOID OVERLOADING THE 
AGENDA SO THAT PROPOSALS AND PRIORITIES THAT COME OUT OF THE 
SESSION ARE REALISTIC AND FEASIBLE. SO FAR AS THE MAJOR POWERS 
ARE CONCERNED, THEIR PROGRAM OF ACTION ALREADY INCLUDES THE SALT 
NEGOTIATIONS, THE CONVENTIONAL ARMS LIMITATION IDEAS, THE 
COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN DISCUSSIONS, AND NUCLEAR NON-PROLI FERATION 
EXPLORATIONS. MEANWHILE, THERE IS STILL A WIDE RANGE OF VIEWS ON 
POSSIBLE NEW MACHINERY FOR DISARMAMENT, SUCH AS REORGANIZING THE 
GENEVA 30-NATION CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT, OR CALLING A WORLD-WIDE 
DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE WITH NEGOTIATING POWERS, ALONG WITH MANY 
OTHER IDEAS. UNLIKE OTHER U.N. MEETINGS, A MAJOR EFFORT WILL 
BE MADE AT THIS SESSION NOT SIMPLY TO VOTE RESOLUTIONS UP OR 
DOWN, BUT RATHER TO SEEK THE WIDEST POSSIBLE CONSENSUS. 
AMERICAN OFFICIALS ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT THE NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS' IMPATIENCE WITH THE TEMPO OF PRESENT DISARMAMENT 
EFFORTS IS BASED ON A BELIEF THAT LACK OF PROGRESS HOLDS UP 
A REDIRECTION OF RESOURCES FROM THE RICHER COUNTRIES TO THE 
THIRD WORLD. 8UT ON THIS POINT, U.S. OFFICIALS NOTE THAT THE 
REALLY BIG ARMS EXPENDITURES ARE MADE IN THE FIELD OF 
CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS, WHERE THE NON-ALIGNED NATIONS HAVE BEEN 


RELUCTANT TO TALK ABOUT RESTRAINTS WHICH COULD AFFECT THEIR 
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OWN MILITARY FORCES. THIS IS, OF COURSE, AN AREA THAT WOULD 
OFFER GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR A REDIRECTION OF RESOURCES FROM 
WEAPONRY TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
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